
 

This situation update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host 
Governments and partners across the region. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

KHOST & PAKTIKA SITUATION UPDATE 
19 November 2014  

1. KHOST & PAKTIKA UPDATE 

More than 400 new families have arrived to Gulan 
Camp from Datta Khel as a result of ongoing aerial 
bombardments. There have also been secondary 
movements, which were expected, of more than 
350 families from other communities including 
Spera and Alisher to the camp as it is becoming 
colder at the higher elevations. The camp 
population is approximately 4,700 families. There 
are a significant number of families living along the 
perimeter of Gulan camp, which raises concerns in 
regards to water and sanitation. UNHCR has heard 
reports of people returning back, however we do 
not have confirmed numbers and have not seen 
widespread return.  
 

Outside of the camp, it is becoming clear that Gurboz district has the highest number of refugees, 
with approximately 5,300 families. The population seems to have increased over recent weeks, most 
likely due to the lower altitude and resulting warmer temperatures in the area.  There is a concern as 
Gurboz already had limited absorption capacity with limited resources.  Together with the elders and 
district commissioners, UNHCR has set-up four cluster points to try to match, as far as possible, the 
level of assistance being provided in the camp to minimize pull factors to the camp.  
 
The current population figure represents the accumulated number of families that have been verified 
by agencies operating on the ground in Khost and Paktika since the start of the crisis in June and 
consolidated in one single database managed by UNHCR.  UNHCR and partners are making every 
effort, including verification of the camp, verification at distribution sites, cross-checking records, and 
post distribution monitoring to reduce duplication and improve the accuracy of population figure.  
However, with the secondary movements, it can be difficult to ascertain an up-to-date figure.  To 
address this, a registration expert will be on mission to Khost next week to help determine the 
appropriate modality for refugee registration and ensure an accurate baseline.   

2.1 PROTECTION CONCERNS 

Winterization distributions are underway in Gulan camp and Spera district; there are few resources 
available for families in the camp, while Spera is mountainous and has harsh weather conditions. 
Blankets have already been distributed in Gulan camp, while firewood, warm clothing and charis 
(wood-burning heaters) are being distributed this week.  The first winterization distribution in Spera 
district started this week and will contain charis, warm clothes, blankets, plastic mats, and plastic 
sheets.  IRC will distribute winter clothes and gas cylinders to 900 families in Tani Mando Zai and 
Nadar Shah Kot districts.  Distribution of winterization assistance will also take place in Paktika and 
extremely vulnerable communities in Khost.  In addition to the concern regarding colder 
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temperatures and the lack of food due to WFP’s pipeline break there are ongoing concerns regarding 
security in the region, especially for agencies operating on the ground. 

2.2 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE - SINCE 18 JUNE 2014 

 Food Assistance: WFP & partners have distributed one-month food rations to 39,130 families in 
Khost and Paktika since June; HNITPO & IMC are providing treatment for 572 children and 544 
pregnant and lactating women for moderate and severe malnutrition in both provinces; UNICEF 
has supported 29 Outpatient centres to address severe acute malnutrition; Tameer Millat 
Foundation has provided nutrition support to 300 mothers and 853 children 

 Health: WHO, UNICEF & IMC supported vaccinations for 47,280 children <10 in Khost and Paktika 
against polio with ongoing campaigns within the districts vaccinating approximately 7,000 
children per month; HNITPO has set-up 3 mobile clinics in Khost and UNICEF/IMC have set-up 
two mobile clinics in Paktika; Tameer Millat Foundation has provide basic health services to 
8,833 people  

 Mine Risk Reduction: MACCA/UNMAS partners Halo Trust and MDC have cleared 391,211m2 and; 
ARCS, OMAR and MDC have provided mine/ERW risk education to 28,086 individuals. 

 NFIs: CARE, IOM, IRC, NRC and UNHCR distributed NFIs to 23,506 families 

 Tents: CARE, IOM, IRC and UNHCR distributed tents to 9,126 families  

 WASH: 4 wells have been drilled in Gulan Camp and Solidarités is managing WASH activities; 
DAACAR has provided materials to build 394 latrines in host communities, distributed 1,898 
hygiene kits, and has provided 6.16 million litres of drinking water in communities; IRC 
distributed 583 emergency latrines & hygiene kits; UNICEF is funding 50 wells in Paktika  

 Education: NRC set-up 80 transitional classrooms in Gulan camp, recruited and trained 80 
teachers and started lessons; UNICEF provided 5,000 school bags, 100 black boards, teacher kits 
and classroom tents in Paktika 

 SGBV & Women’s Health: UNFPA distributed 850 dignity kits and delivered two reproductive 
health kits to clinics to support 10,000 people 

3. NEXT STEPS 

Wednesday 26 November 2014: Submission for CHF funds due to support gaps in 2015  
 

Wednesday 26 November 2014: Kabul Task Force Meeting 14h00 UNHCR Compound, Kabul   
 

Agencies operating on the ground are encouraged to continue to provide updates regarding their 
planned and completed activities to ensure information is up-to-date and accurate for coordination 
and reporting purposes.  
 

Following is a map of Gulan Camp 

Summary 
In mid-June, following military operations in North Waziristan Agency, Pakistan, families began crossing into Khost 
and Paktika provinces, Afghanistan. Many families left suddenly, with few belongings and settled in host 
communities, or Gulan camp, Gurboz district, Khost. UNHCR and partners have been on the ground since the 
situation began, conducting assessments, delivering assistance and coordinating response efforts. Food, water, 
sanitation, shelter, health and mine clearance continue to be urgent priorities.   
  
Contacts: 

Yumiko Takashima, UNHCR Afghanistan takashim@unhcr.org 

Maya Ameratunga, UNHCR Pakistan ameratun@unhcr.org 

  




